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Marine Dogs of the Pacific 

US Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Hunter Gullick, dog handler, Provost Marshal's Office, K9 Section, Marine Corps Base, 

Camp Smedley D. Butler, poses with his Military Working Dog (MWD) while training aboard Kadena Air Base, Okina-

wa, Japan. MWDs are trained to subdue or intimidate suspects and for detecting explosives, narcotics and other 

harmful materials. (US Marine Corps photo illustration by Sgt. Rebecca L. Floto)(This image was created using high 

dynamic range techniques.)  

and prolonged battle, nu-

merous K9 heroes, with 

their bravery and unwaver-

ing loyalty, left an indelible 

mark on Marine Corps and 

American history, earning 

the respect and awe of all 

who witnessed their ac-

tions. 

Today, USMC working dogs 

still patrol and protect 

American and allied inter-

ests throughout the Pacific, 

on land, and at sea. In our 

November Marine Corps-

themed issue, weõll look at 

some fantastic dogs work-

ing with Marine Corps han-

dlers to patrol and protect 

their pack. 

Please join us inside for 

more USMC stories and 

photos as we celebrate the 

real Teufel Hunden or 

òDevil Dogsó of the United 

States Marine Corps. 

The USMC deployed its first 

Marine Corps dog unit in 

mid-1943. Trained in North 

Carolina, the 1st Marine 

War Dog Platoon embarked 

for the South Pacific on 

June 23, 1943. They ar-

rived after a four-and-a-half-

month sea crossing. 

The first Marine Corps K9 

combat conditions took 

place during the invasion of 

Bougainville in November 

1943. During that fierce 
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deserts of Afghanistan 

and Iraq, Marine dog 

teams have indeed served 

in every clime and place. 

In WWI, the Marines were 

nicknamed Teufel Hunden 

or Devil Dogs. Battling 

their way up a hill, gas 

masks in place to protect 

against mustard gas, the 

Marines sweated exten-

sively, their mouths 

foamed like rabid dogs, as 

they continued the climb 

on all fours. No wonder 

they appeared as "Devil 

Dogs" to the stunned Ger-

mans. The Marine Corps 

embraced this nickname, 

and Marines still use it as 

a term of endearment. 

Another favorite part of 

November for me is the 

Thanksgiving holiday. It is 

a time when family and 

friends get together, share 

precious time, and create 

everlasting memories with 

one another. Whether dur-

ing my formative years, 

when I was new to the 

Marine Corps and did not 

get to come home for the 

Thanksgiving holiday, or 

when I was deployed three 

years in a row during the 

same periods through the 

holiday season, I made 

sure to make memories 

with those around me, 

those I considered both 

friends and family.   

The only year I didn't feel 

quite like this was Thanks-

giving 2008, when I de-

ployed to Baghdad, Iraq, 

for the second time. I in-

cluded the story of that 

Thanksgiving in this edi-

tion. I truly hope you enjoy 

it as much as I did re-

calling and writing it. My 

only confidant on Thanks-

giving that year was my 

trusty partner, Johnny 

F728. I wouldn't trade that 

memory for the world. 

As November begins holi-

day shopping in earnest, 

we encourage you to take 

advantage of our online 

store and avoid any last-

minute shopping. Our 

store is filled with tons of 

great products for the dog 

handler in your life, for 

yourself, or for no other 

reason than to support 

our mission, which cannot 

continue without you. We 

have added several new 

pieces of apparel to our 

offerings in hopes you find 

that perfect gift.  

We here at MWDHM want 

to express our heartfelt 

gratitude to you all. We 

wish you a happy and safe 

Thanksgiving, and as al-

ways,  

From the Presidentõs Desk   

K9 Leads the Way!  

President, Albert Johnson 

Albert Johnson 

If you know a Veteran in Crisis, the VA Veteranõs Crisis Line is: Dial 988, Then Press 1. 

Welcome to the November 

issue of the Paw Print. 

November is my favorite 

month of the year. Not 

only is it cooling off out-

side, but it's also the 

month of celebrating vet-

erans and their service. 

Thank you for the sacrifice 

of those who serve this 

great nation, especially 

those closest to our mis-

sion: the dogs and han-

dlers of all service branch-

es. Without them, we 

would not have the free-

doms and stories we enjoy 

in every edition of The 

Paw Print. We honor them 

with every display or 

speech the organization 

gives to educate the pub-

lic.  

I would also be remiss if I 

didn't bring up the Marine 

Corps birthday. November 

10th, 1775, is the cele-

brated birthday of the Ma-

rine Corps. While the Ma-

rine Corps officially start-

ed its dog program in early 

1942, we want to pay 

homage to the Marine 

Corps in this issue of The 

Paw Print. From the 

Dobermans and shep-

herds of WWII to the war 

dogs of Vietnam so feared 

that the enemy broadcast 

messages on loudspeak-

ers stating, "Marines take 

your dogs and go home," 

to stateside missions dur-

ing the Cold War, to the 
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 leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 

in the Idlib province of Syria. 

In the Marine Corps of the 

21st century, MWDs are 

highly trained operators, 

putting their natural abilities 

to good use protecting Ma-

rines in a variety of complex 

environments. Specifically, 

MWDs are able to detect 

improvised explosive devic-

es with their keen sense of 

smell, and can capture high 

value targets using their 

powerful nonlethal bite ca-

pability. When attached to 

an already formidable 

squad or platoon of Ma-

rines, these fierce dogs also 

heighten the unit's intimida-

tion factor toward potential 

foes.  

The Marine Corps relies on 

German shepherds, Belgian 

Malinois, and Labrador re-

trievers to fill its MWD pro-

gram. The first stop for 

these motivated pups is 

Lackland Air Force Base in 

Texas, where all US MWDs 

are sent for training. The 

length of boot camp is 

based on each dog's abili-

ties, and the instruction 

focuses on teaching obedi-

ence to orders, tracking and 

attacking, and physical fit-

ness. After completing their 

basic training, most dogs 

spend six to ten years in the 

military before transitioning 

and retiring around age ten.  

In order to tap into these 

dogs' skills, the Marine 

Corps relies on military 

working dog handlers ð spe-

c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  l a w-

enforcement Marines that 

can attach to infantry and 

In 1918, the Marine Corps 

earned one of its many well-

known nicknames at the 

Battle of Belleau Wood. Af-

ter a ferocious offensive, the 

Marines forced the Ger-

mans into a retreat. Marine 

Corps legend has it that in 

the wake of their withdraw-

al, one German soldier left a 

journal in which he de-

scribed the Marines as 

"Teufelhunden," meaning 

"devil dogs." 

While Marines continue to 

fight with the courage and 

ferocity that earned them 

this nickname, one group of 

Marines rises above the rest 

in truly living up to this mon-

iker. These are the Marine 

Corps' military working dogs 

(MWD). 

Loyally accompanying warri-

ors on battlefields around 

the world since ancient 

times, dogs have long pro-

vided militaries with their 

special skills and dogged 

determination in battle. Dur-

ing World War II, Marines 

used MWDs extensively to 

root out well-concealed ene-

my positions during the is-

land-hopping campaigns in 

the Pacific. At the height of 

the Global War on Terror, 

MWDs served Marines well 

in Iraq and Afghanistan, 

using their keen senses to 

detect improvised explosive 

devices and saving numer-

ous lives in the process. 

Even more recently, in Octo-

ber of 2019, a Belgian mali-

nois MWD named Conan 

took part in the successful 

special operations forces 

raid to kill Islamic State 

reconnaissance units in or-

der to add a nonlethal capa-

bility as well as enhance the 

unit's situational awareness 

to threats. 

After training, Marine Corps 

law enforcement and spe-

cial operations units 

throughout the world receive 

their dogs and pair them 

with a handler. In garrison at 

their units, MWDs train just 

as all Marines do, regularly 

going on field operations to 

hone their skills in both ur-

ban and field environments 

and even running special 

obstacle courses to stay 

strong and agile, all along-

side their trusted handler. 

The process of finding the 

right handler and dog pair is 

not an exact science; units 

will shuffle dog handlers 

around to get the right com-

bination between the abili-

ties of the Marine and the 

MWD to support the neces-

sary mission set. 

For Cpl. Andrew Richter, an 

MWD handler with the 31st 

MEU's Maritime Raid Force 

(MRF), working with his dog 

is both a great honor and 

great responsibility. Richter 

and Jack are key enablers 

that attach to the 31st 

MEU's Maritime Raid Force, 

an elite group of Marines 

that specializes in recon-

naissance, direct action 

raids, and the 31st MEU's 

signature mission: visit, 

board, search and seizure 

(VBSS), which is conducted 

to interdict hostile ships.  

"This is what I enlisted in the 

Marine Corps after college 

to do. I love my job,ó Richter 

said. òIt's a lot of responsibil-

ity because Jack is not just 

my best friend, but it's also 

like having both a coworker 

A Marineõs Best Friend          by Capt. Jonathan Coronel, Photos by Cpl. Issac Cantrell 

Jack Jack, a military working dog with the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit 

(MEU), sits after finding explosive materials during an explosive ordnance 

familiarization class aboard amphibious assault ship USS America (LHA 6). 

America, flagship of the America Expeditionary Strike Group, 31st MEU 

team, is operating in the US 7th Fleet area of operations to enhance in-

teroperability with allies and partners and serve as a ready response force 

to defend peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region. (Official US Marine 

Corps photo by Cpl. Isaac Cantrell)  


